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India’s unique urban challenges will require trained young urban professionals who have the capacity 

to handle the complexities of urbanization and manage India’s cities. 

Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, India has collaborated with 

educational and academic institutions to address this need and develop new forms of capacity 

building and knowledge management in the field of Sanitation and Sustainable Urban Habitat. 

Innovative learning approaches have been carried out in the field of school sanitation and with the 

Benares Hindu University. 

In January 2013 the School of Planning and Architecture (SPA), New Delhi and GIZ India 

took one step ahead and entered into a formal and long term cooperation. Together these two 

institutions support students in producing socially relevant knowledge and develop necessary skills 

and new thought processes for creating an inclusive and sustainable future for Indian cities. 

 

Urban Samvaad (Samvaad means Dialogue in Hindi) is one of the main activities of this 

collaboration. It is an interactive and dialogue-oriented exhibition, where students from various 

planning departments of SPA, New Delhi share the results of their research on Indian urbanization 

with urban professionals, policy makers and the general public.  

This exhibition is a unique opportunity for promoting innovative forms of education for future planners, 

architects and other urban professionals to deal with the challenges of Indian urbanization. 

The event brings together representatives from all relevant fields to discuss how planning education 

needs to be designed in the future. 

At the same time the exhibition itself gives a valuable example of how knowledge production, 

dissemination and capacity building can be organised in a pioneering and innovative way. 

 

Objective of the exhibitions are: 

 Sharing the student’s knowledge with urban professionals and citizens through creative 

installations and interactive methods. 

 Showcasing the innovative approach to planning education of this collaborative project. 

 Contribute to the discussion on the formation and education of future urban professionals in 

India. 

 Creating a space for dialogue between students, urban professionals and citizens on urban 

challenges and coping strategies. 

 

 

 

 

 



Programme of the exhibition 
 

Friday, 8th of November 2013 

 Session Topic Speakers/Moderators  
 

Inaugural Session 

4.30 – 4.40 pm Introduction and Welcome  

Address 

Prof. (Dr.) Neelima Risbud  

HoD Housing & SPA-GIZ Project Co-ordinator, 

SPA,  New Delhi 

4.40 - 4.50 pm Special Address  Ms Regina Dube 

Senior Advisor and Head, SUH, IGEP, GIZ 

4.50 – 4.55 pm Special Address  Prof. Nalini M Thakur 

Dean of Studies, SPA,  New Delhi 

4.55 – 5.00 pm Special Remarks  MoEF*  

5.00 – 5.10 pm Introduction to the exhibition  Prof. Chetan Vaidya 

Director, SPA,  New Delhi 

5.10 – 5.20 pm Inaugural Address MHRD* 

5.20 - 5.30 pm Vote of thanks, objectives of 

the exhibition 

Sarang Goel, 
SPA Planning Graduate and member of the Urban 
Samvaad Team 

5.30 – 6 pm Guided tour through the exhibition with all honorary guests 

6.00 pm Tea 

6.30 pm Naksha.Nukkad.Nakhre 
SPANDAN Street Theatre Play (in English) 

*Subject to availability 

 

 

Saturday, 9th of October 2013  

 Session Topic Speakers/Moderators  
 

Panel Discussion “Who can manage Indian Cities?” – Education and capacity building of 

future urban professionals 

11.00–11.10 pm Introduction Prof. Chetan Vaidya, Director, SPA and 

Chairman 

11.10–11.45 pm Opening statements by 

discussants 

Prof. (Dr.) Neelima Risbud HoD Housing, SPA 

Darshini Mahadevia, CEPT (to be invited) 

Jagan Shah, Director NIUA  

Kshirsagar, Commissioner Planning, DDA and 

Chief Planner T&CPO(to be invited) 

Tanya Dwivedi, SPA graduate 

11.45 am – 

12.45 pm 

Open discussion facilitated by Prof. Chetan Vaidya, Director SPA 

12.45 - 1.00 pm Concluding statements by 

discussants 

Prof. (Dr.) Neelima Risbud HoD Housing, SPA 

Darshini Mahadevia, CEPT (to be invited) 

Jagan Shah, Director NIUA (to be invited) 



Kshirsagar, Commissioner Planning,, DDA Chief 

Planner T&CPO (to be invited) 

Tanya Dwivedi, SPA graduate 

1.00 -1.30 pm Prize distribution Representative of GIZ 

Director SPA 

1.30 pm Lunch 

From 3.00 pm 

onwards 

Meet urban professionals at the Urban Samvaad Adda 

 

 

 

Sunday, 10th of October 2013 

 Session Topic 
 

10.30 am Opening of the Exhibition 

From 11.00 am 

onwards 

Meet urban professionals at the Urban Samvaad Adda 

3.30 pm Closing of the Exhibition 

 

 

 

 


