
Open	in	Browser	
	

	 	 Contact
	

	

	 	 	

	 Issue	No.	13	|	February	2020	

	 Oceans	and	Coasts	Newsletter 	

	 Exchange	of	information,	knowledge	and	expertise	on	oceans	and	coasts	
A	service	by	the	Task	Team	Oceans	and	Coasts 	

	

	

Dear	Friends	of	the	Oceans	and	Coasts,

We	are	pleased	to	present	you	the	13th	edition	of	our	Newsletter	with	many	interesting	contributions
from	colleagues	all	over	the	world.	
Contributions	included	in	this	issue	deal	with	'Women	as	influencer',	'Oil	spill	in	Brazil'	and	many
more.

In	addition,	please	note	the	TOPIC	Oceans	&	Coast	under	construction,	which	is	a	step	further	to	the
already	existing	IDA	Platform.
Also,	note	that	the	second	SDG	14	conference	will	be	held	from	2-6	June	2020	in	Lisbon,	Portugal.

Many	thanks	to	all	authors	and	contributors,	and	to	Kathrin	Norda	for	putting	this	issue	together!

Enjoy	reading,	see	you	soon!	

Mecki
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Blue	Solutions	side	event	at	COP25	in	Madrid

COP25	side	Event.	
©	Dorothée	Herr

During	the	UNFCCC	COP	25	in	Madrid,	BMU	and	BMZ	organized	a	side	event	on	marine	nature-
based	solutions	for	NDCs.	Blue	Solutions,	along	with	other	initiatives,	co-organized	this	event.	Key
take-away	messages	were	the	emphasis	on	the	need	for	integrated	planning	and	implementation
approaches	as	well	as	the	necessity	to	tackle	issues	such	as	climate	change,	biodiversity	and
resilience	in	a	holistic	manner.	Government	representatives	and	development	partners	came
together	and	discussed	how	to	implement	and	up-scale	solutions.	The	side	event	highlighted
success	stories	of	tangible	and	workable	solutions,	inspiring	local	and	international	partners	to	take
the	lead	on	climate	action.	

Contact:	Thilanka	Seneviratne

Blue	Economy

A	thematic	team	meeting	was	held	on	5th	February	2020	to	help	establishing	a	joint	understanding	of
‘blue	economy’	for	GIZ	and	our	work.	This	term	has	emerged	during	the	UN	Conference	on
Sustainable	Development	held	in	Rio	de	Janeiro	in	2012	and	is	being	used	and	understood	in	many
ways.	Taking	into	account	that	no	globally	accepted	definition	yet	exists,	the	meeting	and	the
following	works	on	further	illustrating	address	the	urgent	need	to	illustrate	what	‘sustainable	blue
Economy’	means	for	us	at	GIZ	and	how	this	term	should	be	used	in	our	work.	The	presentation	of
that	meeting	can	be	accessed	here.	

Contact:	Mecki	Kronen

TOPIC	Oceans	&	Coast

On	IDA	Sharepoint,	you	can	visit	the	webpage	of	the	Oceans	&	Coast	TOPIC	under	construction.	In

	

http://login.mailingwork.de/email/Email/getPreview/7277/html//1?sid=daa6cb28d72e8b5ac43dfda6db070a482a74817e#New%20coastal%20and%20marine%20protected%20area%20to%20be%20created%20in%20the%20Rio%20Doce%20estuary
http://login.mailingwork.de/email/Email/getPreview/7277/html//1?sid=daa6cb28d72e8b5ac43dfda6db070a482a74817e#Upcoming%20Events
http://login.mailingwork.de/email/Email/getPreview/7277/html//1?sid=daa6cb28d72e8b5ac43dfda6db070a482a74817e#Joint%20Sector%20Network%20Regional%20Conference%20-%20SNRD%20Asia%20&%20Pacific%20&%20TUEWAS:%20%E2%80%9CScaling%20UP%20%E2%80%93%20Enhancing%20Sustainable%20Implementation%E2%80%9D
http://login.mailingwork.de/email/Email/getPreview/7277/html//1?sid=daa6cb28d72e8b5ac43dfda6db070a482a74817e#National%20Mangrove%20Conference%20(NatManCon)%20to%20be%20held%20in%20Iloilo%20City,%20Philippines
http://login.mailingwork.de/email/Email/getPreview/7277/html//1?sid=daa6cb28d72e8b5ac43dfda6db070a482a74817e#Publications
http://login.mailingwork.de/email/Email/getPreview/7277/html//1?sid=daa6cb28d72e8b5ac43dfda6db070a482a74817e#New%20publications%20by%20the%20Institute%20for%20Sustainable%20Development%20and%20International%20Relations
mailto:thilanka.seneviratne@giz.de
http://login.mailingwork.de/email/Email/getPreview/7277/html//1?sid=daa6cb28d72e8b5ac43dfda6db070a482a74817e#top
https://dms.giz.de/dms/llisapi.dll/app/nodes/296950494
mailto:mecki.kronen@giz.de
http://login.mailingwork.de/email/Email/getPreview/7277/html//1?sid=daa6cb28d72e8b5ac43dfda6db070a482a74817e#top
https://gizonline.sharepoint.com/sites/beezy/groups/1552/Pages/Home.aspx


the	framework	of	a	joint	meeting,	key	actors	in	GIZ	have	identified	the	major	thematic	foci	–	wikis	–	to
be	developed,	namely:	Fisheries	&	aquaculture,	Marine	waste,	Biodiversity	conservation	and
ecosystem	services,	Climate/Oceans	&	coasts,	Integrated	Coastal	and	Marine	Planning	and
Management,	and	Blue	Economy.	Working	groups	have	been	formed	who	are	now	working	on	the
architecture	of	each	wiki.	First	results	will	be	presented	and	discussed	in	early	March	2020.

Contact:	Mecki	Kronen

	 Africa 	

Jointly	towards	successful	projects:	Second	MeerWissen	Co-
Design	Workshop

Visit	of	the	International	Tribunal	for	the	Law	of	the	Sea,	Hamburg.
©	GIZ/MeerWissen

Cooperating	to	build	knowledge
To	support	knowledge-based	policy	decisions	for	the	effective	management	and	conservation	of
Africa’s	ocean	and	coasts	the	BMZ	initiative	MeerWissen	promotes	cooperation	between	African	and
German	marine	research	institutions	through	partnership	projects.	
2nd	call	for	concepts	
In	a	Co-Design	Workshop	in	Hamburg	(December	2-5,	2019),	around	30	scientists	discussed	their
seven	project	ideas	with	fellow	participants,	strengthened	their	partnerships	and	elaborated	the
concepts	jointly	towards	a	successful	MeerWissen	proposal.	We	expect	the	new	projects	to	start	in
April	2020.
The	implementation	of	MeerWissen	is	facilitated	by	GIZ’s	Marine	Conservation	Support	Project,	the
Co-Design	Workshop	was	supported	by	the	GIZ	Regional	Office	North	in	Hamburg.	

Contact:	Janina	Lobmüller,	Anke	Schneider	&	Ron	Flügel

Additional	information:
»	 MeerWissen

The	Aquaculture	Round	Table	is	established
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Member	of	the	AquaRT	harvesting	Tilapia	from	aquaculture	in	central	Malawi.
©	GIZ-AVCP/2018

Around	95	private,	public	and	civil	society-representatives	of	the	aquaculture	sub-sector	have	formed
a	platform	to	identify	common	interests	and	to	foster	collaboration.	The	members	of	this	‘Aquaculture
Round	Table’	(AquaRT)	meet	biannual	to	network,	exchange	knowledge,	discuss	key	challenges
and	devise	solutions.	Topics	have	been	in	the	area	of	the	use	of	feed,	fingerlings,	outreach	and
research.	The	facilitated	exchange	through	the	platform	will	support	sustainable	aquaculture
development	and	the	production	of	more	affordable	fish	for	the	Malawian	population.	In	November
2019,	the	AquaRT	was	officially	launched	as	a	nationally	recognized	platform,	supported	by	the
SEWOH	project	Aquaculture	Value	Chain	for	Higher	Income	and	Food	Security	in	Malawi	(AVCP).	

Contact:	Ladislao	Di	Domenica

Additional	information:
»	 Mining	&	Trade	News	-	Government	to	host	aquaculture	indaba
»	 Mining	&	Trade	News	-	Malawi	set	to	increase	fish	production

Successful	port	inspections	through	standard	operating
procedures

Fisheries	inspectors	in	Tema	Port	in	Ghana	check	identity	and	authorization	of	fishing	vessels	and	whether	landed
catch	meets	species	and	size	regulations.
©	SIF

Stop	Illegal	Fishing	(SIF),	an	African	Non-Governmental	Organisation,	works	in	Ghana,	Mozambique
and	Madagascar	to	enforce	FAO	Port	State	Measures.	In	collaboration	with	officers	and	interagency
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groups,	SIF	developed	standard	operating	procedures	to	identify	and	take	action	against	illegally
caught	fish	and	illegal	vessels.	In	August	2019,	officers	successfully	used	the	procedures	to	identify
illegal	fishing	of	a	Chinese	flagged	trawler	in	Mozambique	territorial	waters.	An	inspection	revealed
the	lack	of	flag	State	authorization	to	fish	outside	of	the	China	exclusive	economic	zone	and
incomplete	catch	logbook	entries.	As	a	result,	the	entire	catch	was	seized.	

Contact:	Sandy	Davies

Additional	information:
»	 SIF	website

Promoting	licensing	and	registration	in	the	Lake	Victoria	fishery

H.E.	the	German	Ambassador	to	Uganda,	Albrecht	Conze	hands	over	Fishing	Vessel	Identification	Plates	to	the	Hon
Vincent	Ssempijja,	Minister	MAAIF	Uganda,	represented	by	Chairman	Wakiso	District	and	officials	from	the	Directorate
of	Fisheries	Resources	–	Uganda
©	GIZ

Illegal,	undocumented	and	unregulated	fishing	is	a	common	problem	in	the	fisheries	sector	in
Uganda.	In	response,	the	Directorate	of	Fisheries	and	the	SEWOH	Responsible	Fisheries	Business
Chains	Project	in	Uganda	started	a	registration	and	licensing	campaign	in	March	2019.	
To	promote	online	licensing,	Directorate	staff	visit	participating	districts	and	guide	fishers	through	the
process.	This	enables	them	to	independently	renew	species-specific	catch	licenses	each	year.
During	controls,	fishers	use	registration	and	licensing	documents	to	prove	the	legality	of	their
activities.	In	addition,	registered	fishing	vessels	receive	identification	plates.	By	now,	12,889	boats
have	been	registered	and	9,051	of	these	licensed	to	legally	fish	on	Lake	Victoria

Contact:	Adolf	Gerstl

Additional	information:
»	 German	Embassy	in	Uganda

Improving	co-management	of	Mauritania's	marine	resources
through	science	cooperation
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The	marine	GIS	will	integrate	current	knowledge	about	Mauritania's'	marine	ecosystem.
©	Bert	van	den	Heuvel

The	increase	of	information	on	Mauritania's	economic	exclusive	zone	(EEZ)	is	remarkable.	To
support	a	sustainable	co-management	of	marine	and	coastal	resources,	this	information	is	now
being	made	accessible:	GIZ	Mauritania,	through	the	program	“Co-management	of	marine,	coastal
and	terrestrial	resources“	(CorMCT),	supports	a	cooperation	between	Senckenberg	am	Meer	(SaM)
and	the	Mauritanian	oceanographic	institute	IMROP	to	develop	a	marine	geographic	information
system	(GIS).	Collected	data	on	Mauritania's	marine	ecosystem,	such	as	stranded	wildlife,	micro-
contaminants,	anthropogenic	pressures,	will	be	included	in	the	GIS.	Thus,	the	overall	ecosystem's
functioning	and	policy	options	for	Mauritania	shall	be	obtained.	The
Senckenberg/IMROP/CorMCT/GIZ	cooperation	project	is	funded	by	the	BMZ	MeerWissen	initiative.

Contact:	Hermann	Boemmel	&	Martin	Obermaier	(GOPA)

Additional	information:
»	 CorMCT
»	 MeerWissen

	 Asia	&	Pacific 	

Upcoming	ASEAN	Marine	Litter	Project

Germany	hands	over	commitment	letter.
©	GIZ|Patricia	Dorn
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The	4	Mio	€	BMZ	funded	ASEAN	project	“Reduce,	Reuse,	Recylce:	Waste	prevention	and	Cicular
Economy	to	protect	seas	and	corals”	will	start	mid	2020	and	is	likely	to	receive	a	top	up	of	additional
12	Mio	€.	The	project	will	involve	all	ASEAN	Member	Sates	towards	realizing	the	regional	agenda
“ASEAN	Framework	of	Action	on	Marine	Debris”	to	initiate	good	practices	on	transboundary
cooperation	for	marine	debris.	Further,	the	project	will	support	national	measures	on	waste	leakage
with	the	geographical	focus	along	the	Mekong	river	system	(Cambodia	and	Viet	Nam)	as	well	as	the
island	archipelagos	Indonesia	and	the	Philippines.	

Contact:	Patricia	Dorn

Philippines:	Joint	Planning	for	Upscaling	Species	and	Coastal
Protection	Practices

©	Cara	Agudayao/ZSL

On	January	28	to	31,	2020,	the	BMU-funded	ProCoast	Project	conducted	a	joint	planning	session
between	GIZ	and	partner	organisation	the	Zoological	Society	of	London	(ZSL)	in	Iloilo	City,	in
preparation	of	the	upcoming	visits	of	selected	replication	sites	from	the	islands	of	Bohol,	Bantayan,
Panay	and	Negros.	Starting	in	March	2020,	sixty	local	government	units	from	the	four	islands	are	set
to	visit	the	ProCoast	Centers	of	Learning	(CoLs)	located	in	the	Western	Visayas	in	the	Philippines	to
learn	about	the	proven	and	tested	species	and	coastal	protection	practices	featured	in	the	CoL.

Contact:	Franca	Sprong	&	Raquel	Capio

Women	as	“influencer”	–	how	to	strengthen	the	underestimated
role	of	women	in	conserving	the	Sundarbans,	Bangladesh

Women	fishing	at	the	edge	of	the	Sundarbans.
©	GIZ|Shabnam	Khanam

The	Sundarbans	Management	Project	(SMP)	is	supporting	the	development	of	co-management
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models	in	the	villages	around	the	world’s	largest	mangrove	forest	since	2015.	During	the	first	phase
of	the	project	it	became	obvious	that	the	role	of	women	as	“influencer”	is	very	strong.	The	trainings
modules	(only	in	Bengali)	for	all	participants	–	men	and	women	-	were	sharpened	regarding	gender
sensitization	and	in	addition	women	groups	were	formed	in	order	to	create	a	comfortable
environment	for	women	to	develop	their	organizational	skills.	This	approach	not	only	aims	for	a
higher	participation	of	women	in	Co-management	decision	processes	but	also	raise	awareness	of
entire	families	on	sustainable	resource	use.	

Contact:	Shabnam	Khanam	&	Stefan	Groenewold

	 Central	&	South	America 	

	

ROV	Training	for	resource	managers	and	practitioner	in	
St	Lucia

Participants	of	the	ROV	training	conducting	in-water	testing	of	the	vehicle,	courtesy-the	Caribbean	Aqua-Terrestrial
Solutins	Programme.
©	Camille	David

Despite	best	efforts,	the	Soufriere	marine	protected	area	in	St	Lucia,	remain	highly	vulnerable	to
surface	runoffs,	human	discharges,	and	perturbations	due	to	climate	variability	and	change.
Diminishing	these	impacts	and	the	recovery	of	impaired	ecosystems	within	the	bay	necessitates
capacity	building	for	all	resource	stewards.	A	training	workshop	on	the	operations	of	a	remote
operated	vehicle	(ROV)	targeted	key	stakeholders	including	CLEAR	Caribbean,	coral	gardeners,	the
Soufriere	Marine	Management	Authority	(SMMA),	dive	shops	and	technical	experts,	to	learn	how
robotics	can	be	applied	to	resource	management.	The	highly	customized	and	adaptable	ROV
(MxScout),	has	multiple	functionality	for	hunting	invasive	lionfish,	water	sampling,	and	measuring
various	water	quality	parameters	in	situ.

Contact:	Camille	David

Oil	spill	Brazil:	Analyzing	impacts	on	coastal	and	marine
ecosystems

In	2019,	a	spill	of	highly	toxic	crude	oil	reached	the	Brazilian	coast,	polluting	beaches,	coral	reefs,
mangroves,	estuaries	and	rivers	in	130	municipalities	across	11	states.	The	dimension	and	duration
of	the	effects	on	coastal	and	marine	biodiversity,	local	fishing	communities	which	depend	on	these
resources,	health,	and	the	local	economy	are	still	unclear.	To	contribute	to	determining	the	impacts
of	the	disaster	on	coastal	and	marine	ecosystems,	the	Project	TerraMar	is	supporting	toxicological
analyses	of	aquatic	organisms,	water	and	sediment	samples	from	the	project	region	Abrolhos,	one	of
the	most	biodiversity-rich,	but	also	vulnerable	and	affected	regions	in	Northeast	Brazil.	
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Contact:	Ivana	Lams

New	coastal	and	marine	protected	area	to	be	created	in	the	Rio
Doce	estuary

The	Rio	Doce	estuary	in	the	state	of	Espírito	Santo,	Brazil,	is	of	significant	biological	importance	and
contains	endangered	species	of	economic	interests.	Valuable	fishery	resources,	especially	snooks
and	shrimps,	are	explored	by	local	traditional	fishing	communities	as	well	as	by	industrial	fishing.	The
region	is	still	suffering	the	devastating	environmental	impacts	from	the	dam	collapse	in	2015	in
Mariana	(state	of	Minas	Gerais),	where	toxic	mining	waste	reached	marine	ecosystems	through	the
Rio	Doce	estuary.	The	Project	TerraMar	is	compiling	information	and	studies	of	the	region	to	support
the	process	of	creating	a	new	coastal	and	marine	protected	area	in	the	Rio	Doce	estuary	(IUCN
Category	V,	Área	de	Proteção	Ambiental,	APA).	

Contact:	Ivana	Lams

	 Upcoming	Events 	

	

Joint	Sector	Network	Regional	Conference	-	SNRD	Asia	&	Pacific
&	TUEWAS:	“Scaling	UP	–	Enhancing	Sustainable
Implementation”
12th-15th	May	2020	|	Avani	&	Riverside	Bangkok	|	Bangkok,	Thailand

The	Joint	Sector	Network	Regional	Conference	of	SNRD	Asia	and	the	Pacific	and	TUEWAS	takes
place	during	12th-15th	May	2020	at	Avani+	Riverside	Hotel	in	Bangkok,	Thailand.
Please	register	online	until	Friday	21st	February	2020	at	the	Registration	Portal.
The	confirmation	of	your	registration	will	be	sent	to	you	by	Friday	6th	March	2020.
If	you	have	any	questions,	please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	us	at:	SNRD	Asia	or	TUEWAS.

The	agenda	for	the	H2O	Working	group	is	underway.	For	information	and	contributions	contact	the
coordinators:	Terence	Dacles,	Patricia	Dorn	or	Mecki	Kronen.

National	Mangrove	Conference	(NatManCon)	to	be	held	in	Iloilo
City,	Philippines

The	4th	NatManCon	will	take	place	from	May	19	to	21,	2020	and	will	be	organised	by	the	Zoological
Society	of	London	(ZSL)	with	the	support	from	GIZ	in	the	context	of	the	ProCoast	Project.	This	year’s
theme	‘Linking	Science,	Innovation,	and	Policy:	Mangrove	and	Beach	Forest	Conservation’	will
provide	a	knowledge	platform	for	managers	and	stakeholders	to	exchange	science	and	innovation
updates	as	well	as	to	showcase	best	practices	of	interventions	that	are	based	on	scientific	research.
The	conference	will	bring	together	over	250	participants	from	government	agencies,	non-government
organisations,	research	institutions,	the	business	sector	and	civil	society.	

Contact:	Franca	Sprong	&	Raquel	Capio

	

	 Publications 	

New	publications	by	the	Institute	for	Sustainable	Development
and	International	Relations

As	the	final	round	of	negotiations	for	a	high	seas	biodiversity	treaty	approaches,	the	Institute	for
Sustainable	Development	and	International	Relations	(IDDRI)	shares	some	recent	publications	and
analysis:
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■ A	preliminary	Analysis	of	the	draft	high	seas	biodiversity	treaty

■ High	Hopes	for	the	High	Seas:	beyond	the	package	deal	towards	an	ambitious	treaty

■ Strengthening	Monitoring,	Control	and	Surveillance	in	Areas	Beyond	National	Jurisdiction

■ Towards	Ecosystem-Based	Management	of	the	Global	Ocean:	Strengthening	Regional
Cooperation	through	a	New	Agreement

You	can	find	an	detailed	overview	of	the	negotiation	process	here:	The	Long	and	Winding	Road:
negotiating	a	high	seas	treaty.

Additionally	the	IDDRI	published	an	intesting	blog	post	that	provides	reflections	on	the	coming	year
in	ocean	policy	-	2020:	a	“super	year”	for	the	ocean?
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