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How does GIZ support children’s 
rights?

GIZ is a German company that aims to 

promote cooperation in many countries 

through its projects. Children and young 

people make up a large part of the po-

pulation of these countries. Germany has 

promised to protect children’s rights. 

It is also very important for 
GIZ that its various projects 
pay attention to protecting 
children from violence, abuse 
and exploitation. That is why 
GIZ has come up with rules 
on how children should be 
protected and what happens 
if these rules are not follo-
wed. The rules are called the 
GIZ Policy on Child Protection. 
When writing these rules, GIZ 
also looked at what rules 
other organisations and count-
ries have to protect children.

GIZ projects are about things 
like ensuring that people live 
in a healthy environment, do 
not have to live in poverty, 
and have a say in society. 

We also work to make sure 
people have access to clean 
water, and that forms of 
transport help them to get 
around better and in a more 
environmentally friendly way. 

Our GIZ projects also give 
advice to people in politics 
so that they can take better 
care of children’s rights. 

Another focus is on children 
being able to go to school 
and improving children’s 
lives in general. 
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What are children’s rights 
and child protection?

What are the rules on child 
protection? 

Nearly all the countries in the world  

have joined to form an organisation called 

the United Nations. 

This list of children’s rights is called the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of the Child. 

Children’s rights include protec-

tion against  violence and econo-

mic exploitation, such as sexual 

abuse or child labour. Things 

should not happen to children 

that harm them or might even 

put their lives in danger. Almost 

all the countries of the United 

Nations have promised to respect 

these rights and therefore pro-

tect children. At the same time, 

it is important that all people 

and companies in these countries 

also follow these rules. 

 

Including us, GIZ. 

Children should be protected, 
encouraged and involved –  
regardless of their age, gen-
der, religion or world view, 
culture, sexuality, or any phy-
sical, mental or emotional 
conditions.

The countries of the United  
Nations have worked together to 
list the rights children have. 
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   The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child states     
that  all people  under  

    the age of 18 are Children.
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In our GIZ Policy on Child Protection 

we promise to keep to the rules that 

the countries of the United Nations 

have developed. 

What is the GIZ Policy on 
Child Protection? You find the original version 

here:

https://www.giz.de/en/about-

giz/37500.html

Child-friendly version: 

Link
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√  We are also committed to applying  

the UN Convention on the Rights of  

the Child  and other international rules  

on children‘s rights in our company. 

√  We use them to make rules and gui-

delines on how children are to be pro-

tected in  our projects.  

√  And we involve children in this pro-

cess. We make sure that no child has 

to suffer violence, exploitation or ab-

use. It is important to us that all the 

people we work with are committed  

to this too. 

√  With the GIZ Policy on Child Protec-

tion, we show what we demand of  

ourselves and the people we work 

with, and make it clear there must  

be no exceptions.

 Africa
 Europe
 Asia
 America
 Ozeania

https://www.giz.de/en/aboutgiz/37500.html
https://www.giz.de/en/aboutgiz/37500.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/60981/file/convention-rights-child-text-child-friendly-version.pdf
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These rules apply to  all projects  and 

all people  who work at GIZ, in every 

country we work in. Even when we work 

with people from outside GIZ, they also 

have to respect the GIZ Policy on Child 

Protection.   

How does GIZ make sure  
these rules are followed?

1.

We look to see how we can ensure 

that children are protected early on in 

all our projects. This means checking 

whether these projects could harm 

children.   

 If this could happen, we make sure 

in advance that it does not happen and 

adapt the projects accordingly.

2.

When we buy products, we make sure 

that they have not been produced by 

children who are being exploited and 

forced to work under poor conditions.

3.

At GIZ, we do everything we can to 

make sure that no child experiences 

violence. If any of our employees break 

this rule, we will take action against 

them.

Who has to follow these rules?

4.

We respect the privacy and personal 

rights of children. That means that no 

photos or videos of children may be 

taken in our projects without the con-

sent of the parents or guardians and 

children themselves.

This is how we make sure that 
we do not work with anyone 
who breaks the rules. 

     GIZ-Policy on  

   Child Protection
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What can you do if someone  
does not keep to the rules? 
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1.
 Contact a person you trust.   

You’re not alone. If you experience violence in a GIZ 

project, please contact a GIZ staff member. They  

will listen to you and help you straight away.  

If you learn that another child has experienced vio-

lence in a GIZ project, you can also contact a GIZ 

staff member.

2.  You can contact GIZ directly on your own  

or with someone you trust. You can do this on the 

internet, for example. We have set up a website you 

can use to contact us. You don’t have to give us  

your name, so you can remain anonymous if you want.

 

3.
 You can also send us an email to

integrity-mailbox@giz.de

https://www.bkms-system.com/bkwebanon/report/clientInfo?cin=26zig7&c=-1&language=eng
mailto:integrity-mailbox%40giz.de?subject=


Imprint

7

As a federally owned enterprise, GIZ supports the German Government
in achieving its objectives in the field of international cooperation for
sustainable development.

Published by: 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Registered offices 
Bonn and Eschborn 

Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 32 + 36
53113 Bonn, Germany
T +49 228 44 60-0
F +49 228 44 60-17 66

E sustainabilityoffice@giz.de
I www.giz.de

Author/responsible for content/editor:
Elke Winter, Daniel Schröder, GIZ Sustainability Office. 
Sector Programme on Human Rights (global)
Version for children: Michael Schulte
     
Design: 
Agnes Weegen, Cologne

Photo credits:
Title, Page 2,3 © AdobeStock, shutterstock
Page 4,5 © istock

URL links:  
Where links are included to external sites, responsibility for the content 
of these sites lies solely with the provider. GIZ explicitly dissociates itself 
from all such content.

Bonn, February 2023



Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Sitz der Gesellschaft
Bonn und Eschborn

Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 32 + 36
53113 Bonn, Deutschland
T +49 228 44 60-0
F +49 228 44 60-17 66

E info@giz.de
I www.giz.de

Dag-Hammarskjöld-Weg 1 - 5
65760 Eschborn, Deutschland
T +49 61 96 79-0
F +49 61 96 79-11 15

mailto:info@giz.de
http://www.giz.de

	GIZ Child Protection Policy
	How does GIZ support children’s rights?
	What are children’s rights and child protection?
	What are the rules on child protection? 
	What is the GIZ Policy on Child Protection?
	Who has to follow these rules?
	How does GIZ make sure  these rules are followed?
	What can you do if someone  does not keep to the rules? 
	Imprint




