Fighting the causes of the drying-up of Lake Chad

May 2015, by Tassilo von Droste zu Huelshoff
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the audit since its inception, in cooperation with
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Good Financial Governance in Africa programme led by Dr. Matthias Witt. The SAIs of the
four bordering countries have evaluated the actions conducted at national and at subregional level by the Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC) for the preservation of the lake's
resources.
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All departments and public agencies concerned with the problem of water management in
the basin (water, environment, fisheries, agriculture, economy, energy) were audited to
evaluate the effectiveness of water use control and monitoring measures, as well as the
application of existing regulations.

With the support of GIZ, the auditors received advice and guidance from a diverse range of
experts in environmental matters and auditing coming from Morocco, Tanzania, Kenya,
Belgium and Germany among others.

In a region where temperatures and
evaporation are among the highest in
the world, managing the resource
effectively needs to be a priority. It is
a largely rural area and most jobs
directly depend on the availability of
water. Conflicts can be triggered by
droughts,

which

may

lead

to

migrations and disputes over land.
Joblessness and limited economic
perspectives are all too common.

The launch of the Joint Environmental Audit Report of Lake Chad
took place in N’Djamena from 28 to 31 May 2015.

At the handover ceremony to President Déby, the German ambassador in Chad, Mr Helmut
Kulitz, insisted on the fact that "lack of water, poverty, lack of economic perspectives are a
fertile ground for all kinds of vulnerabilities." It will not be possible to get rid of extremism
without giving perspectives to the populations of Lake Chad and improving water
management.

To make sure a broad audience could have access to the findings of the auditors AFROSAI
and GIZ have produced a whiteboard film to communicate the findings to people who usually
don’t read audit reports. Discover the content of the audit report by clicking on this link:
Saving Lake Chad

For further information please visit https://www.giz.de/en/worldwide/15725.html or contact: Dr
Matthias Witt (matthias.witt@giz.de) and Mr Tassilo von Droste zu Hülshoff
(tassilo.droste@giz.de)
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Representatives from the SAIs of the four bordering countries: Supreme State Audit Office of Cameroon, Court of Accounts
Chad, Court of Accounts Niger, Office of the Auditor - General for the Federation of Nigeria along with the organisers.
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