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Impact for Waste Pickers!

The initiative by 3RproMar Manado/GIZ, along with support from the Manado
City Government's Environmental Service (DLH) and the Manado City
Cooperatives, Small and Medium Enterprises Service, has been crucial in
forming this Cooperative and providing training programs. As a result, members
now work more safely, gain recognition, and have the potential to increase their

family incomes.

Ratnawati Taasuwi has been working as waste pickers at Sumompo Landfill since 1989. Being senior member

of the group, she is well respected by her fellow workers and elected as the Chairwoman of the Cooperative.
She feels like the establishment of the Cooperative has transformed the way members work, shifting from
individual efforts to a collective approach. Since January 2025, members have started selling recyclable plastic
materials directly to wholesalers, which has enabled them to begin saving money through the Cooperative.
Additionally, the Cooperative allows members to seek program assistance from the government and other
third parties, something that was not possible individually.
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