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Foreword
Dear Reader of the Study,
Parents in Bosnia and Herzegovina play a big role in the decisions concerning the career paths of their
children. Therefore, the project “TVET in BiH” is interested in how parents think about technical and
vocational education, what kind of information they have themselves as a basis for their advice to their
kids, how they perceive the image of TVET system and what is their opinion on career opportunities if their
children choose technical or vocational schools.
The secondary schools in BiH providing vocational competences – be it the three years vocational schools
or the four years technical schools – do carry a big responsibility in providing qualified man-power for the
labor market for all types of sectors and services, and therefore play an important role in the economic
growth of the country. But very often, it is the image, outdated perceptions or insufficient information about
TVET schools which prevent parents from recommending technical or vocational schools as a career path
for their children.
The results of the parents’ survey showed that, although parents think that the image of TVET system
has improved and that chances for employment in certain professions have increased, parents are still
suspicious about some occupations although there is a huge demand on the market for them.
The conclusions of this study provide a better understanding about what to do in order to improve the
services around career orientation for young people in BiH as a part of the general improvement of the
technical and vocational educational services respectively.
We encourage everyone who is active in the TVET sector to use this data for decision making processes or
as a basis for further elaboration of the topic.

Enjoy reading!

Isabel Rapp
Project Manager
TVET in BiH
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2. Educational System in Bosnia and Herzegovina

Every child in Bosnia and Herzegovina has the right of access and equal opportunity to participate in an appropriate educational
process, without discrimination on whatever grounds. Primary education in Bosnia and Herzegovina is compulsory and free of
charge. It lasts for 9 years. Upon completion of primary education, students have the right to apply to any secondary school in any
part of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Secondary education is available to everyone, in accordance with the students’ achievements
in the primary school, personal interests and abilities. It is important to emphasize that secondary education in Bosnia and
Herzegovina is free for all children, but it is not compulsory. There are several types of high schools in Bosnia and Herzegovina:
vocational schools, technical schools, general grammar schools, art schools, religious schools and special schools. Secondary
education lasts for 3 or 4 years, depending on the type of the school.
The structure of educational system in Bosnia and Herzegovina is based on the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The
educational system in Bosnia and Herzegovina is complex and fragmented. The Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina
(MoCA) coordinates education at the state level. Each of the Federation’s 10 cantons have a Ministry of Education, the Republic of
Srpska has a Ministry of Education and Culture, while Brčko District has its own Department of Education of the Government of
the Brčko District.
The National Framework Laws exist for all types of education; in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, each of the 10 cantons
has its own law on pre-school, primary and secondary education, and cantons in which there are universities have their own higher

1. Introduction

education laws. In the Republic of Srpska, all educational levels are also regulated by the entity legislation. Brčko District, as a
separate organizational unit in Bosnia and Herzegovina, has its own laws regulating every of the four educational levels.
When it comes to secondary vocational education and training, it is important to mention The Framework Law on Secondary

The publication ‘’Parental Opinions and Attitudes Towards Technical
Vocational Education and Training’’ was created in the framework
of the project ‘’TVET in BiH’’ which is implemented by the Deutsche
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH.
Information on secondary vocational education was gathered in

Vocational Education and Training in Bosnia and Herzegovina which was adopted in 2008. The Framework Law on Secondary
Vocational Education and Training in Bosnia and Herzegovina defines the principles of organization of secondary vocational
education and training, institutions, key issues related to school curricula, grading standards and exams, autonomy of schools,
basic administrative and financing issues and other issues of importance for the work of schools and development of secondary
vocational education and training in Bosnia and Herzegovina1. Article 2 of the Framework Law on Secondary Vocational Education

Herzegovina-Neretva Canton and Bosnia-Podrinje Canton Goražde.

and Training in Bosnia and Herzegovina defines secondary vocational education as an integral part of the educational system

Survey respondents were parents of children who are about to

continuous training for the purpose of active inclusion in the work process or continuation of further education. It includes various

complete their primary education. The quantitative data was
collected through structured survey which contained 15 questions,
both general and specific ones. The general part of the survey

in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which makes it possible to acquire skills and knowledge needed for certain occupations through
types and forms of education, training and professional training through initial, continuous, full-time or part-time education and
training and includes vocational training of both children and adults.

included questions about gender, age, education level and current

When it comes to the length of secondary vocational education, Article 6 of the Framework Law provides the following:

employment, whereas the specific part of the survey contained

(1) Technical, art and special-purpose secondary schools and other schools that meet the requirements defined in the classification

questions about the image of secondary vocational education
and questions about advice regarding the selection of secondary
school. Also, parents were evaluating statements that assessed

of occupations generally implement a four-year curriculum for the acquisition of the relevant qualification that enables students
to continue their education at higher-education institutions;

their views of secondary vocational education and the prospects

(2) Vocational crafts schools in general have a three-year curriculum for learning a profession.

it offers for employment and career. The purpose of the survey

Article 7 of the Framework Law on Secondary Vocational Education and Training in Bosnia and Herzegovina states that a parent

was to examine parents’ opinions and attitudes about secondary
vocational education in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

1

Framework Law on Secondary Vocational Education and Training (2008), downloaded from: www.mcp.gov.ba (Official Gazette of BIH, No. 63/08)
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and a child have the right to choose a school and occupation under the condition that the child meets the criteria prescribed by
the competent educational authorities.
Technical and vocational education and training (TVET) in Herzegovina-Neretva Canton is just partially regulated by The Law on

3. Interpretation of Survey Findings

Secondary Education2 which is still not harmonized with the Framework Law on VET. The law in force in this canton dates back
to 2000 with later amendments adopted in 2006. The Law does not explicitly regulate the possibility of organizing in-company
practical training, i.e. it stipulates that practical training in crafts and vocational schools will be regulated by a special regulation
issued by the Minister. Up to the date of preparation of this study, the regulation has not been issued.

Information on secondary vocational education was gathered in Herzegovina-Neretva Canton and Bosnia-Podrinje Canton
Goražde in the framework of the project ‘’TVET in BiH’’ which is implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale

Technical and vocational education and training (TVET) in Bosnia-Podrinje Canton Goražde is regulated by the Regulation on the

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). The purpose of the survey was to examine parents’ opinions and attitudes towards secondary vocational

Organization and Implementation of Practical Training at Schools of Secondary Vocational Education and at Business Entities

education in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

(‘’Pravilnik o organizovanju i izvođenju praktične nastave u školama srednjeg stručnog obrazovanja i kod poslovnih subjekata’’)

3

issued in 2018 by the Minister of Education. The Regulation is the first normative framework in Bosnia and Herzegovina that
regulates in detail the participation of business entities in secondary vocational education, i.e. it introduces a cooperative
education system. The Regulation provides, inter alia, for the possibility of students to conduct practical training in companies
under in-company mentor supervision. Students of TVET schools in this canton, the only ones in BiH, have been provided with a
mentor, meal allowance, transport and remuneration for performing practical training in companies. The TVET system with dual
elements was established only in this canton so far.
Parental opinions and attitudes regarding secondary vocational education of their children are important. Their opinions were

Survey respondents were parents of children who are about to complete their primary education.The quantitative data was
collected through structured survey which contained 15 questions, both general and specific ones. The general part of the survey
included questions about gender, age, education level and current employment, whereas the specific part of the survey contained
questions about the image of secondary vocational education and questions regarding the selection of secondary school. Also,
parents were evaluating statements that assessed their views of secondary vocational education and the prospects it offers for
employment and career.

surveyed in the framework of a research project in Bosnia-Podrinje Canton Goražde and Herzegovina-Neretva Canton. The findings
are given below.

The process of distribution and collection of filled questionnaires was supported by schools, ministries and other educational
authorities. A total of 1119 filled surveys was received (889 from Herzegovina-Neretva Canton and 230 from Bosnia-Podrinje Canton
Goražde). The findings from each research area are given below.

3.1.

Herzegovina-Neretva Canton

The survey was conducted in 8 municipalities in Herzegovina-Neretva Canton. The respondents were parents of children who are
about to complete primary schools in this area. The number of processed surveys amounted to 889, which makes 79.45% of the
total number of respondents.

3.1.1.

General Data Analysis Findings

The data for this part of survey were gathered based on the general part of the survey, which included questions about age, gender,
2
3

Official Gazette of HNK, No. 08/00, 04/04, 05/04, 08/06

Official Gazette of BPK Gorazde, No. 9/18

place of residence and professional qualifications of parents.
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The respondents’ level of education is presented in the figure below, based on which it may be

Age structure

Age structure

Level of education

observed that most parents, i.e. 64% of them, have secondary education qualifications, while only

Based on the age of respondents, it was established, that in this canton, most of the respondents

1% of respondents are uneducated or have an incomplete primary education. It is important to

Based on the age of respondents, it was established, that in this canton, most of the respondents (parents whose children are

The respondents’
levelthat
of education
is presented inhold
the figure
based on which it may be observed that most parents, i.e. 64%
emphasize
1% of respondents
a PhDbelow,
degree.

about to complete primary school) were born in 1974 and in 1977. The findings are presented below.

of them, have secondary education qualifications, while only 1% of respondents are uneducated or have an incomplete primary

(parents whose children are about to complete primary school) were born in 1974 and in 1977. The
findings are presented below.

education. It is important to emphasize that 1% of respondents hold a PhD degree.

AGE
60

19%

1%
1% 6%

Uneducated or incomplete primary education

Uneducated or incomplete primary education

50

Primary school

Primary school

40

Secondary education

9%

30

Secondary
education
Post high
school education (2 years)

20

BA and
MA Studies
Post high
school
education

64%

(2 years)

PhD
BA and
MAStudies
Studies

10
0
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1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
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1972
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1979
1980
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1984
1985
1986
1987
1989
1990

PhD Studies

Profession of parents who participated in the survey

Figure 1 Age structure

Figure 3 Level of education

Figure 1 Age structure

Figure 3 Level of education

Since the general part of the survey included a question about the profession and current type of
employment of parents who participated in the survey,14
the findings have shown that in most cases

Gender composition

Profession of parents who participated in the survey

(68%), parents are employed, while 17% of them are unemployed. The findings are presented

Gender composition

Based
ongender
the gender
of respondents,
it was that
established,
that64%
in this
canton,
64%ofof
women
and
Based
on the
of respondents,
it was established,
in this canton,
of women
and 36%
men
have participated
in
the36%
survey.
gender
is presented
below. The gender composition is presented below.
ofThe
men
havecomposition
participated
in the survey.

Since the general part of the survey included a question about the profession and current type of employment of parents who
below.
participated in the survey, the findings have shown that in most cases (68%), parents are employed, while 17% of them are
unemployed. The findings are presented below.

3%

6%

Employed person

5% 1%

Employed person
Unemployed
person

36%

Unemployed person

17%

Doing casual work

Doing casual work

Men

Men

Student

Women

Housewife

Student

Women

64%

Housewife

Retired person

12

Figure 2 Gender composition
Figure 2 Gender composition

Retired person

68%

Other
Other

Figure
who
participated
in in
thethe
survey
Figure4 Profession
4 Professionofofparents
parents
who
participated
survey

Level of education

Current employment status of parents who participated in the survey

Figure 6 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by parents or a family member on
selecting a certain educational path?”
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Advice by a friend on selecting a certain educational path

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF
PARENTS
WHOwho
PARTICIPATED
THE
Current employment
status of parents
participated in the IN
survey
SURVEY
9%

9%

Advice by a friend on selecting Friend
a certain educational path

7%

12%

Self-employed

No, without advice

Employer (employing other persons)

16%

Employee in the public sector

Yes, advice for the selection of vocational education

40%

Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or higher education

57%

Employee in the private sector

I don’t know

15%

Other

35%

Teacher
Self-employed

Employer (employing other persons)

Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a friend on selecting a certain
No,Figure
without7 advice

Employee in the public
sector
Employee instatus
the private
sector who participated in the survey
Figure
5 Current employment
of parents

Yes, advice for the selection of vocational education

Other

The findings presented below show that 40% of parents are employed in the private sector, while 30% of parents are employed in

educational path?”

Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or higher education

the public sector. Only 7% of
respondents
are employers.
Figure
5 Current employment
status of parents who participated in the survey

I don't know

Advice by a teacher on selecting
a certain educational path
Teacher
Figure 7 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a friend on selecting a certain
educational path?”

3.1.2.

3.1.2.

13%

Specific Data Analysis Findings
Specific Data Analysis Findings

No, without advice

Advice by a teacher on selecting a certain educational path
17%

In the specific part of the survey, respondents were supposed to state whether any of the listed
persons (parent or a family member, friend, teacher, career advisor, headmaster or businessman)

friend, teacher, career advisor, headmaster or businessman) gave them any advice on how to select a certain educational path

10%
Figure 8 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a teacher on selecting a certain
educational path?”

gave
themof any
advice
on howeducation
to select
a certain
educational
(selection
of The
secondary
(selection
secondary
vocational
or general
secondary
educationpath
or higher
education).
findings are presented
below.
vocational
education or general secondary education or higher education). The findings are

No, without advice

YOUR PARENTS OR A FAMILY MEMBER

Figure 8 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a teacher on selecting a certain

Advice
by a career
onofselecting
a certain
educational
path
educational
path?”
Yes, advice
for theadvisor
selection
vocational
education

Advice by parents or a family member on selecting a certain educational path

Advice by parents or a family member on selecting a certain educational path
No, without advice

7%
32%

No, without advice

Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or
higher
Advice
by aeducation
career advisor on selecting a certain educational path

Career advisor

Figure 8 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a teacher on selecting a certain
educational path?”
13%

Yes, advice for the selection of vocational education

Yes, advice for the selection of vocational education

30%

31%

Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or
higher education

No, without advice

5%
2%

Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or higher education
I don’t know

Yes, advice for the selection of vocational education
Yes, advice for the selection of vocational education

17
Yes, advice
for the selection of general secondary or higher education
Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary
or
higher education
60%
I don’t know

In the specific part of the survey, respondents were supposed to state whether any of the listed persons (parent or a family member,

presented below.

No, without advice

Yes, advice for the selection of vocational education

Advice by a career advisor on selecting a certain educational path

I don't know

Figure 6 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by parents or a family member on selecting a
certain
16 educational path?”

80%

Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or higher education
I don’t know

Career advisor
No,9without
advice
Figure
Findings
regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a career advisor on selecting a certain
Yes, advice for the selection of vocational education

educational path?”

Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or higher education

Figure 6 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by parents or a family member on
selecting a certain educational path?”

I don't know

Figure 9 Findings regarding answers to

the question „Have you been given any advice by a career advisor on selecting a certain educational path?”
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Advice by a headmaster on selecting a certain educational path
Advice by a headmaster on selecting a certain educational path

advisors
or experts
schools.sufficient
The analysis
findings regarding
this their
part ofeducation
the surveyand
indicate
thatprospects
the impact of parents is crucial
Young
people
in BiHinreceive
information
regarding
career

Your headmaster

for the selection of the future secondary school education and that generations of parents whose children are currently deciding

from schools and employment services

about the continuation of their education have to be informed about the career opportunities provided by schools and other
existing career counseling structures in Herzegovina-Neretva Canton.

11%
5%
2%

No, without advice
Yes, advice for the selection of vocational education
Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or higher education

82%

I don’t know

An analysis of parent opinions as to whether young people in Bosnia and Herzegovina obtain
sufficient information about education and career prospects from schools and employment
services is given below.

Young people in BiH receive sufficient information regarding their education and career prospects from schools and employment
services
An analysis of parent
opinions
as to whether
peopleSUFFICIENT
in Bosnia and Herzegovina
obtain sufficient information about education
YOUNG
PEOPLE
IN BIH young
RECEIVE
INFORMATION
and career prospects
from schools
and employment
services
given below.
REGARDING
THEIR
EDUCATION
ANDisCAREER
PROSPECTS

FROM SCHOOLS AND EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

No, without advice

Figure 10 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a headmaster on selecting a certain

Yes, advice for the selection of vocational education

10%

educational path?”

6%

17%

Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or higher education

32%

I don't know

Businessman

I fully agree
I mostly agree
I mostly disagree

Figure 10 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a headmaster on selecting a
educational
path?”
Advice by a businessman on selectingcertain
a certain
educational
path

I fully disagree
I don’t know

35%

11%
7%
No, without advice

10%on selecting a certain educational pathYes, advice for the selection of vocational education
Advice by a businessman
Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or higher education

72%

I don’t know

I fully agree

I mostly agree

I mostly disagree

I fully disagree

I don't know

Figure 12 Young people in BiH receive sufficient information regarding their education and career prospects from schools and
Figure 12 Young people in BiH receive sufficient information
regarding their
education and career prospects from
employment
services
schools and employment services

Surveyfindings
findings show
parents
fullyfully
disagree
with the
statement
that young
Survey
showthat
that17%
17%of of
parents
disagree
with
the statement
thatpeople
youngreceive
peoplesufficient information
about their education and career prospects from schools and employment services, while 35% mostly disagree that young people

receive sufficient information about their education and career prospects from schools and
Figure 11 Findings regarding answer to the question „Have you been given any advice by a businessman on selecting a certain

No, without advice

educational path?”

Yes, advice for the selection of vocational education

receive sufficient information about their education and career prospects from schools and employment services. There was

employment
services, while 35% mostly disagree that young people receive sufficient information
an extremely small percentage of respondents who were of a different opinion, i.e. those that fully agree that young people are
about
their
education
and career
fromof
schools
and employment
services.
an it may be concluded
offered
sufficient
information
aboutprospects
the continuation
their education
(6%). Having
the aboveThere
statedwas
in mind,
that youngsmall
peoplepercentage
need to receive
more career-related
information.
Schools and
other institutions
the fully
area of career counselling
extremely
of respondents
who were
of a different
opinion,
i.e. those inthat

services can play an important role in the selection of young people’s future secondary school. A relevant career orientation plan

Yes, advice
for on
thetheselection
of general
secondary
or conclude
higher education
Based
results presented
in figures
(6-11), we
that only 31% of respondents stated that they were given advice

agree that young people are offered sufficient information about the continuation of their

on the selection of vocational education, by parents and family members, while 15% stated that they were given advice on the
I don't know

education (6%). Having the above stated in mind, it may be concluded that young people need to

selection of vocational education by a friend. It is important to emphasize that 10% of respondents were given advice by their
teachers to select vocational education as their educational path, while only 2% of respondents stated that they were given advice

e 11 Findings regarding answer to the question „Have you been given any advice by a businessman on selecting a
by a career advisor to select vocational education. Only 2% of respondents stated that they have been given advice on selecting
certain educational path?”
vocational education by their headmaster.

Based on these results, we may conclude that 19
the generation of parents whose children are now about to complete primary
education have not been given advice on professional development and selection of secondary education by teachers, career

on the results presented in figures (6-11), we conclude that only 31% of respondents stated

hey were given advice on the selection of vocational education, by parents and family

ers, while 15% stated that they were given advice on the selection of vocational education

and information regarding various forms of secondary education are an important step towards selection of the secondary school.

receive more career-related information. Schools and other institutions in the area of career
Sources of information
used
for an
selection
of therole
education
counselling
services can
play
important
in thepath
selection of young people's future secondary
The survey also included an analysis of information sources (television, Internet and social media, newspaper, radio, events,
exhibitions or trade fairs, schools/teachers/school advisors,
family, friends, experience with casual work) used by the respondents
21
in order to select an educational path. Value 1 is the most frequently used source, while Value 3 is the least used source.
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Slika 14. Izvori informisanja korišteni pri odabiru obrazovnog puta (Ocjena 2)
Television
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OCJENA 1
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3% 2% 4%

17%
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2%
34%
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Radio
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Events (competitions, open door days in schools and in companies)

Friends

2%

Friends

17%

Televizija

Experience with casual work
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Other
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Radio

Other
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Izložbe ili sajmovi

Television
Internet and Social Media

OCJENA 2
9%
11%
6%
3%
5%
2%
19%

Family

5%

16%

Schools (teachers, school advisers)

Događaji (takmičenja), dani otvorenih vrata u školama i firmama

OCJENA 2

17%

4%

Family

Slika 13. Izvori informisanja korišteni pri odabiru obrazovnog puta (Ocjena 1)

22%

Events (competitions, open door days in schools and in companies)
Exhibitions or trade fairs

Schools (teachers, school advisers)

Događaji (takmičenja), dani otvorenih vrata u školama i firmama
ce Izložbe ili sajmovi
Figure 13 Sources of information used for selection of the educational path (Value 1)
Škole (nastavnici/e i savjetnici/e u školama)
u povremenim
i/ili ljetnim poslovima
Porodica
go
Prijatelji/ce
Iskustvo u povremenim i/ili ljetnim poslovima
Nešto
Slika
13.drugo
Izvori informisanja korišteni pri odabiru obrazovnog puta (Ocjena 1)
Nijedan

Figure 15 Sources
of information used for selection of the educational path (Value 3)
Škole (nastavnici/e i savjetnici/e
u školama)
Porodica
Prijatelji/ce

Based on the findings presented above, it may immediately be observed that the most frequently mentioned source of information
Iskustvo u povremenim i/ili ljetnim poslovima

(Value
1) isthe
family
(34%). When
to Value
2, the most
mentioned
source
of information
are friends (22%). Based
Since the transition
from
primary
to theit comes
secondary
school
is anfrequently
important
life event,
both
for
Nešto drugo

on the findings related to the Value 3, the most frequently mentioned source of information are schools (17%). It should be stressed

children and their parents,
respondents were asked which secondary schools they would
Nijedan

that television is a relevant source of information for the respondents when selecting the secondary education.

recommend today to a young person after having completed primary school. The findings are given
below.

Slika 15. Izvori informisanja korišteni pri odabiru obrazovnog puta (Ocjena 3)

Type of secondary school that a parent would recommend to a young person after having completed primary school

Newspaper

the transition from the primary to the secondary school is an important life event, both for children and their parents,
Iz predstavljenihSince
rezultata
odmah se da primijetiti da je najčešće navedeni izvor informisanja

Radio

(Ocjena 1) porodica (34%). Što se tiče Ocjene 2, najčešće navedeni izvor informisanja su

Events (competitions, open door days in schools and in companies)

prijatelji/ce (22%). Rezultati za Ocjenu 3 pokazuju da je načešće navedeni izvorSecondary
informisanja
vocational school

Exhibitions or trade fairs

škola (17%). U našem istraživanju ispitanici/e
izvore informisanja
naveli:
4% 5%su kao najznačajnije
20%
Technical and
related schools

Schools (teachers, school advisers)

porodicu, prijatelje/ice i školu. Treba naglasiti da je za ispitanike/ce i televizija relevantan
izvor
General grammar
school

Family

informisanja prilikom odabira srednjeg obrazovanja.

respondents were asked which secondary schools they would recommend today to a young person after having completed primary
school. The findings are given below.
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Newspaper

15%

11%

Experience with casual work

14%

4% 1% 1%

4% 2%

Exhibitions or trade fairs

6%

a
društvene mreže

9%

Radio

8%

Internet and Social Media

OCJENA 3

Internet and Social Media

Art school
Religious school
Depends on the person

Vrsta srednje škole koju bi roditelj preporučio mladoj osobi nakon završetka osnovne
Other škole
1% 1%

13%

I don’t know

Secondary vocational school

Technical and related schools General grammar school
Figure 16 Type of secondary
school that a parent would recommend to a young person after having completed primary school

Art school

Religious school

Depends on the person

Most parents (42%) stated
that it depended on the person and person’s affinities, 20% of parents would recommend a young
Other
I don't know
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person to choose a secondary vocational school, 13% of parents would recommend a general grammar school, whereas 14% of

Figure 16 Type of secondary school that a parent would recommend to a young person after having completed primary school

Most parents (42%) stated that it depended on the person and person's affinities, 20% of parents
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MACHINE TECHNICIAN FOR CNC MACHINES
parents would recommend selection of a technical or similar secondary school. The percentage of parents that would recommend

12%

a secondary vocational school (20% of them in total) indicates that parents, as the group that has the greatest impact on young

Excellent

17%

Very good

persons’ choice regarding secondary education, are not sufficiently aware of opportunities that these schools offer.

12%

Good
Satisfactory

22%

Image of secondary vocational education in BiH

13%

Poor

In order to have an even clearer picture of parents’ opinions about secondary vocational schools, respondents were asked to
assess the image of secondary vocational education in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
12%

4%

5%

Excellent

16%

Very good

38%

Very good

good
Satisfactory
Poor
I don't know
Figure 18Very
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ofGood
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Technician for CNC machines
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of prospects
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excellent, while 24% think that the prospects are good. It is important to emphasize that 12% of them believe that this profession
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has poor future prospects.

Poor

25%

Excellent

Good

Dissatisfactory

Excellent

I don’t know

24%

In 17% of cases, parents believe that the prospects regarding the profession of the Machine
Excellent
Technician for CNC machines are excellent,
24% think that the prospects
are good. It is
15% while 18%

Good
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Figure 17 Image of secondary vocational education in BiH

good
important to emphasize that 12% of them believe that this profession hasVery
poor
future prospects.

8%

Excellent
Figure
17 Image
of image
secondary
vocational education
in education
BiH
The highest percentage of respondents
assessed
the
of secondary
vocational
in Bosnia and Herzegovina as good

(38%), whereas the percentage of those that consider the level of secondary vocational education satisfactory is 25%. If we take
into account that 16% of respondents consider it unsatisfactory and that 12% of respondents believe that the image of secondary

Very good

Good

Satisfactory

12%

Poor

Good

I don't know

Satisfactory

24%

Figure 19 Evaluation of prospects for professions - CNC OperatorPoor
I don’t know

23%

The highest percentage of respondents assessed the image of secondary vocational education in

In 18% of cases, parents believe that the prospects
27regarding the profession of CNC Operator

Bosnia and Herzegovina as good (38%), whereas the percentage of those that consider the level of

are excellent, 23% think
that theVery
prospects
are good,
while 12%
believe that this
Excellent
good
Good
Satisfactory
Poor of Ithem
don't know

vocational education is poor, we may conclude that changes are needed in this area. Only 4% of parents believe that the image
of secondary school education is excellent, which indicates the need to stress more the advantages of secondary vocational
education as the continuation of the educational path for students of primary schools. Particular attention should be paid to the

secondary
vocational
education
satisfactory
is 25%.
If we istake
into account that 16% of
16% of parents
who believe
that the
image of secondary
vocational
education
unsatisfactory.
respondents consider it unsatisfactory and that 12% of respondents believe that the image of

Figure 19 Evaluation of prospects for professions - CNC Operator
profession has poor future prospects.
Figure 19 Evaluation of prospects for professions - CNC Operator

In 18% of cases, parents believe that the prospects regarding the profession of CNC Operator are excellent, 23% think that the
prospects are good, while 12% of them believe that this profession has poor future prospects.

secondary vocational education is poor, we may conclude that changes are needed in this area.

In 18% of cases, parents believe that the prospects regarding the profession of CNC Operator

Only 4% of parents believe that the image of secondary school education is excellent, which

are excellent, 23% think that the prospects are good, while 12% of them believe that this

Assessment of prospects offered by the following three professions (Machine Technician for CNC machines, CNC Operator, Locksmith)
in relation to employment, salary, safe and stable workplace and image

indicates the need to stress more the advantages of secondary vocational education as the

After the survey part focused on the general opinions about secondary vocational education, parents were asked to assess the

continuation of the educational path for students of primary schools. Particular attention should

LOCKSMITH

profession has poor future prospects.

prospects offered by the following three professions in relation to employment, salary, safe and stable workplace and image:

15%

7%

Excellent

11%

be paid to the 16% of parents who believe that the image of secondary vocational education is

Very good

LOCKSMITH

unsatisfactory.

1. Machine Technician for CNC machines;

21%

Good

20%

Satisfactory

2. CNC Operator;

Poor

3. Locksmith
Assessment of prospects offered by the following three professions (Machine Technician for CNC

I don’t know

26%

machines, CNC Operator, Locksmith) in relation to employment, salary, safe and stable workplace and
image
These three
occupations were included in the survey, because these are professions that are in great demand in the labor market
at the moment. The findings may be seen based on the following figures.
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Very good

Good

Satisfactory

Poor

I don't know

Figure 20 Evaluation of prospects for professions - Locksmith

Figure 20 Evaluation of prospects for professions - Locksmith

When it comes to the profession of locksmith, 21% of parents believe that the prospects of this
Excellent

Very good

Good

Satisfactory

Poor

I don't know
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When it comes to the profession of locksmith, 21% of parents believe that the prospects of this profession are poor, while in 20%

Based on the findings presented in Figure 21 it is visible that 55% of respondents mostly and fully agree that vocational education

of cases, parents believe that the prospects regarding the profession of locksmith are good. Only 7% of the respondents think that

provides high-quality knowledge, while 11% fully agree with this statement. It is important to emphasize that 35% of respondents

the prospects of this profession are excellent.

strongly and mostly disagree that vocational education provides high-quality knowledge. Also, 10% of respondents stated that they

Based on answers given to this question, it is obvious that the prospects offered by mechanical engineering-related professions
such as CNC Operator are excellent, very good or good on the average, whereas parents have quite a negative perception of the
profession of locksmith, which leaves room for action and improvement of information provided to parents in relation to these
professions that are in deficit and very much sought after in the labor market.

don’t know if vocational education provides high-quality knowledge.

Vocational education gives access to state-of-the-art equipment

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION GIVES ACCESS TO STATEOF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT

Vocational education gives access to state-of-the-art equipment

In the survey on views and opinions of parents about secondary vocational education, respondents were offered certain statements
based on which their knowledge of the role and opportunities offered by secondary vocational education would be assessed.

10%

13%
I fully agree

9%

The respondents of the survey were asked to express the level of their agreement or disagreement with offered statements as

I mostly agree

follows:

I mostly disagree

26%

1.

Vocational education provides high-quality knowledge;

2.

Vocational education gives access to state-of-the-art equipment;

3.

Teachers and master craftsmen at vocational schools are competent;

4.

Vocational education ensures good career prospects;

5.

Through vocational education, people acquire skills and knowledge needed by employers;

6.

Vocational education leads to professions that are sought after in the labor market;

7.

Vocational education ensures well-paid jobs;

8.

Vocational education contributes to the economic development;

9.

Vocational education plays a role in decreasing unemployment.

I fully disagree

42%

I don’t know

I fully agree

I mostly agree

I mostly disagree

Figure 22 Level
of disagree
agreement with the
statement
I fully
I don't
know – Vocational education gives access to state-of-the-art equipment
The findings presented in Figure 22 show that 55% of the respondents mostly and fully agree that vocational education gives
Figure 22 Level of agreement with the statement – Vocational education gives access to state-of-the-art equipment
access to state-of-the-art equipment, while 35% of respondents mostly and fully disagree with this statement.

Teachers and master craftsmen at vocational schools are competent
The findings presented in Figure 22 show that 55% of the respondents mostly and fully agree that
vocational
education
gives
access schools
to
state-of-the-art
equipment, while
TEACHERS
AND
CRAFTSMEN
AT VOCATIONAL
Teachers
and
master
craftsmen
at MASTER
vocational
are competent

ARE COMPETENT
mostly and fully disagreeSCHOOLS
with this statement.

Vocational education provides high-quality knowledge

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION PROVIDES HIGH-QUALITY
Vocational education provides high-quality knowledge
KNOWLEDGE

19%

9%
I fully agree
I mostly agree

7%
10%

I mostly disagree

11%

46%

6%

35% of respondents

I fully agree

19%

I fully disagree
I don’t know

I mostly agree
I mostly disagree

29%

44%

I fully disagree
I don’t know

I fully agree

I mostly agree

I mostly disagree

I fully disagree

I don't know

Figure 23 Level of agreement with the statement – Teachers and master craftsmen at vocational schools are competent

Figure 23 Level of agreement with the statement – Teachers and master craftsmen at vocational schools are competent
The findings presented in Figure 23 show that 55% of respondents mostly and fully agree that teachers and master craftsmen at
I fully agree
I mostly agree
I mostly disagree
I fully disagree
I don't know
Figure 21 Level of agreement with the statement - Vocational education provides high-quality knowledge

Figure 21 Level of agreement with the statement - Vocational education provides high-quality knowledge

vocational schools are competent, while 26% of the respondents mostly and fully disagree. Also, 19% of the respondents stated

The that
findings
presented
in Figure
23 show
that at55%
of respondents
mostly and fully agree that
they don’t
know if teachers
and master
craftsmen
vocational
schools are competent.
teachers and master craftsmen at vocational schools are competent, while 26% of the
respondents mostly and fully disagree. Also, 19% of 31
the respondents stated that they don't know if

32% of respondents fully and mostly disagree with the mentioned statement.
26

PARENTAL OPINIONS AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS TECHNICAL VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Vocational education leads to professions that are sought after in the labor market
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THAT ARE SOUGHT AFTER IN THE LABOR MARKET
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I don’t know
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Figure 24 Level of agreement with the statement – Vocational education ensures good career prospects

Figure 24 Level of agreement with the statement – Vocational education ensures good career prospects
The findings presented in Figure 24 show that 61% of respondents fully and mostly agree that vocational education ensures good
prospects,
while 29%
of respondents
mostly
fullyof
disagree
that vocational
ensures
goodthat
career prospects.
The career
findings
presented
in Figure
24 show
thatand61%
respondents
fully education
and mostly
agree

vocational education ensures good career prospects, while 29% of respondents mostly and fully

THROUGH VOCATIONAL EDUCATION, PEOPLE ACQUIRE
Through vocational education, people acquire skills and knowledge needed by employers
SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE NEEDED BY EMPLOYERS
16%
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I don’t know
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I don't know
Figure 26 Level of agreement with the statement – Vocational education leads to professions that are sought

in the labor
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Figure 26 Level of agreement with the statement –after
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The findings presented above show that 43% of respondents mostly agree that vocational
The findingsleads
presented
above show that
43%are
of respondents
mostly agree that vocational education leads to professions that are
education
to professions
that
sought after
34 in the labor market, while 18% of respondents
sought after in the labor market, while 18% of respondents fully agree with the statement.

fully agree with the statement.

disagree that vocational education ensures good career prospects.

9%

I mostly disagree

Vocational education ensures well-paid jobs
Vocational education ensures well-paid jobs

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION ENSURES WELL-PAID JOBS
11%
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12%
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23%
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Figure 25 Level of agreement with the statement – Through vocational education, people acquire skills and knowledge
needed by employers

Figure 25 Level of agreement with the statement – Through vocational education, people acquire skills and knowledge
needed by employers

The findings presented in Figure 26 show that 59% of respondents fully and mostly agree that through vocational education,
people acquire skills and knowledge needed by employers, while 32% of respondents fully and mostly disagree with the mentioned

Thestatement.
findings presented in Figure 26 show that 59% of respondents fully and mostly agree that
33

through vocational education, people acquire skills and knowledge needed by employers, while
32% of respondents fully and mostly disagree with the mentioned statement.

I fully agree
I mostly
I mostly
disagreeeducation
I don't
know well-paid jobs
Figure 27
Level agree
of agreement
with disagree
the statementI –fully
Vocational
ensures

Figure 27 Level of agreement with the statement – Vocational education ensures well-paid jobs
The findings presented in Figure 27 show that 44% of respondents fully and mostly agree that vocational education ensures wellpaid jobs, while 45% of respondents fully and mostly disagree that vocational education ensures well-paid jobs.

The findings presented in Figure 27 show that 44% of respondents fully and mostly agree that
vocational education ensures well-paid jobs, while 45% of respondents fully and mostly disagree
that vocational education ensures well-paid jobs.
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VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION
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Vocational education
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People who completed secondary vocational education will probably find employment faster than people who completed general or

TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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Figure 28 Level of agreement with the statement – Vocational education contributes to the economic development
The findings presented in Figure 28 show that 53% of the respondents fully and mostly agree that vocational education contributes

I fully agree

I mostly agree

Vocational education plays a role in decreasing unemployment
The findings presented in Figure 28 show that 53% of the respondents fully and mostly agree that
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Figure 30 People who completed secondary vocational education will probably find employment faster than people who

general or higher education

completed general or higher education

Our findings show that 59% of respondents fully and mostly agree that people who completed secondary vocational education
Our findings show that 59% of respondents fully and mostly agree that people who completed
will probably find employment faster than people who completed general or higher education, while 26% of respondents fully and
secondary vocational education will probably find employment faster than people who completed
mostly disagree with this statement.
general or higher education, while 26% of respondents fully and mostly disagree with this
The respondents of the survey were asked to express the level of their agreement or disagreement with the offered statements:
statement.
1. Vocational education does not prepare people for starting their own business;
2. respondents
People attending
vocational
do not learn
skillsofsuch
communication
and teamwork;
The
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wereeducation
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the level
theiras
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3. Vocational education leads to jobs that are not respected in the society.
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Figure 29 Level of agreement with the statement – Vocational education plays a role in decreasing unemployment

I don't know

Figure 30 People who completed secondary vocational education will probably find employment faster than people who completed

to the economic development, while 32% of the respondents fully and mostly disagree with the mentioned statement.

16%

I don’t know

43%

The findings presented in Figure 28 show that 53% of the respondents fully and mostly agree that
I fully agree
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I fully agree
I mostly agree

Vocational education does not prepare people for starting their own business

I mostly disagree
I fully disagree

32%

24%

Our respondents (51%) fully and mostly agree that vocational education plays a role in decreasing unemployment, while only 16%

I don’t know

36

have stated that they don’t know if vocational education plays a role in decreasing unemployment.
It may be observed that the respondents mostly agree with all statements: 44% of parents who participated in the survey believe
that vocational education offers high-quality knowledge, whereas 42% of them believe that this form of education ensures access
I fully agree

I mostly agree

I fully disagree

I don't know

I mostly disagree

to state-of-the-art equipment, 46% of parents agree with the statement that teachers and master craftsmen at secondary
vocational schools are competent, 45% of respondents believe that secondary vocational education offers good career prospects,
etc.
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Figure 31 Agreement of respondents with the offered statement – Vocational education does not prepare people for

It is important to emphasize that 52% of respondents
mostly agree that vocational education does not prepare people
starting theirfully
ownand
business
for starting their own business.

36

It is important to emphasize that 52% of respondents fully and mostly agree that vocational
education does not prepare people for starting their own business.

PEOPLE ATTENDING VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
DO NOT LEARN SKILLS SUCH AS
People attending vocational education do not learn skills such as communication and teamwork
COMMUNICATAION AND TEAMWORK

The survey in Bosnia-Podrinje Canton Goražde was conducted on the territory of the City of
Goražde. The number of processed surveys amounted to 230, which constitutes 20.55% of the
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total number of respondents.

3.2.

3.2.1.

Bosnia-Podrinje Canton
General Data Analysis Findings

The survey in Bosnia-Podrinje Canton Goražde was conducted on the territory of the City of Goražde. The number of processed
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included questions about gender, age, place of residence and professional qualifications of
parents. Based on the age of respondents, it was established that in this canton, most of the

3.2.1.

General Data Analysis Findings

respondents were born in 1977 and in 1978.

The data from this part of survey was gathered based on the general part of the survey, which included questions about gender,
age, place of residence and professional qualifications of parents. Based on the age of respondents, it was established that in this

Age structure

canton, most of the respondents were born in 1977 and in 1978.

Age structure

AGE
18
16
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On one hand, 45% of respondents fully and mostly agree that people attending vocational education do not learn skills such as
communication and teamwork, while on the other hand 38% of respondents fully and mostly disagree with the statement.

Vocational education leads to jobs that are not respected in the society

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION LEADS TO JOBS THAT
Vocational education leads to jobs that are not respected in the society
ARE NOT RESPECTED IN THE SOCIETY

Figure 34 Age structure
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People attending vocational education
do not learn skills such as communication and teamwork
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13%
I fully agree
I mostly agree

15%
29%

I mostly disagree
I fully disagree
I don’t know

27%

Figure 34 41
Age structure

Based on the gender of respondents, it was established, that in this canton, 55% of women and
45% of men have participated in the survey. The gender composition is presented below.

Gender composition

Based on the gender of respondents, it was established, that in this canton, 55% of women and 45% of men have participated in
the survey. The gender composition is presented below.
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Figure 33 Agreement of respondents with the offered statement – Vocational education leads to jobs that
are not respected
in the
society
It is important to emphasize that the same percentage
of respondents
(42%)
fully/mostly agree and fully/mostly disagree with the

Men

55%
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statement that vocational education leads to jobs that are not respected in the society.

It is important to emphasize that the same percentage of respondents (42%) fully/mostly agree
and fully/mostly disagree with the statement that vocational education leads to jobs that are not

Men

Women

Figure 35 Gender composition

Figure 35 Gender composition
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Findings presented in the Figure 38 show that 42% of the respondents are employed in the public
OPINIONS AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS TECHNICAL VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING
sector, while 39% of them PARENTAL
are employed
in the private sector. The findings are presented below.
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Level of education

Current employment status of parents who participated in the survey

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF PARENTS WHO
Findings presented in the Figure 38 show that 42% of the respondents are employed in the public sector, while 39% of them are
PARTICIPATED IN THE SURVEY
employed in the private sector. The findings are presented below.

The respondents’ level of education is presented in the figure below, based on which it may be observed that 71% of respondents
possess a secondary vocational degree, while there is 1% of respondents who are uneducated or have an incomplete primary
education.

LEVEL OF EDUCATION
1% 5%

17%

7%

7%
Uneducated or incomplete
primary education

6%

5%

Self-employed
(does not employ other persons)
Employer (employs other persons)

Primary school

42%

Secondary school

Employee in the private sector

39%

Post high school education
(2 years)

Employee in the public sector
Other

BA and MA studies

71%

Uneducated or incomplete primary education

Primary school

Secondary school

Post high school education (2 years)

Figure 38. Current employment status of parents who participated in the survey
Self-employed (does not employ other
persons) Employer (employs other persons)

Figure 36 Level of education
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3.2.2. Specific Data Analysis Findings
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Figure 36 Level of education
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unemployed. The findings are presented below.
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presented below.
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Figure 42 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a career advisor on selecting
a certain educational path?”

Advice by a friend on selecting a certain educational path
34
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Advice by a headmaster on selecting a certain educational path
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24%
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Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or higher education
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Figure 40 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a friend on selecting a certain
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Figure 43 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a headmaster on selecting a
certain educational path?”
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Figure 41 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a teacher on selecting a
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certain educational path?”
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Yes, advice for the
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Based on the results presented in figures (39-44), we conclude that 39%
of respondents stated that they were given advice on
I don't know

selection of vocational education, from parents and family members, while 24% stated that they were given advice on selection
of vocational education by a friend. It is important to emphasize that 22% of respondents were given advice by their teachers
to select vocational education as their educational path, while only 6% of respondents stated that they were given advice by a

Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or higher education

career advisor to select vocational education. Only 4% of the respondents stated that they have been given advice on selection of

I don’t know

vocational education by their headmaster. Based on48these results, we may conclude that the generation of parents whose children

Advice by a career advisor on selecting a certain educational path
Figure 42 Findings regarding answers to the question „Have you been given any advice by a career advisor on selecting a certain
46
No, without advice
educational path?”

CAREER
Yes, advice for the
selection ofADVISOR
vocational education

Yes, advice for the selection of general secondary or higher education

are now about to complete primary education have not been given advice on professional development and selection of secondary
education by teachers, career advisors or experts in schools. The analysis findings regarding this part of the survey indicate that
the impact on parents is crucial for selection of the future secondary school education and that generations of parents whose
children are currently deciding about the continuation of their education have to be informed about the career opportunities
provided by schools and other existing career counseling structures in Bosnia-Podrinje Canton Goražde.
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IMAGE OF SECONDARY VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
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Based on the findings presented above, it may immediately be observed that the most pronounced source of information (Value 1)
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is family (23%). When it comes to Value 2, the most pronounced source of information are schools (22%). It should be stressed that

12%

Excellent
Very good

based on the findings regarding Value 3 television (19%) is the most pronounced source of information.

Figure 50 Image of secondary vocational education
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Since
the transition from the primary school to the secondary school is an important life event, the parents of students in the final
ka osnovne
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grades of primary schools in Bosnia-Podrinje Canton Goražde were asked which secondary schools they would recommend to a
young person after having completed primary school.
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take into account that 12% of respondents consider it dissatisfactory and that 9% of the respondents believe that the image of

Only 6% of parents believe that the image of secondary school education is excellent, which

secondary vocational education is poor, we may conclude that changes are needed in this area. Only 6% of parents believe that the
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Figure 49 Type of secondary school that a parent would recommend to a young person after having completed primary school

Most parents (40%) would recommend a young person to choose a technical or similar secondary school, 31% of parents stated
that it depended on the person and his or her affinities, 12% of parents would recommend a secondary vocational school, while 7%
Ne znam
of parents would
recommend a young person to choose a general grammar school.

Having in mind the high percentage of parents who believe that it is crucial for a young person to be aware of his or her affinities
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them to realize their own wishes and possibilities. This should enable them to select the relevant educational path together with

11%

their parents and based on market indicators. However, the percentage of parents who would recommend a secondary vocational
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Excellent

26%

Very good

school (12% of them in total) indicates that parents, as the group which has the greatest impact on young persons’ choice regarding

Good

14%

secondary education, are not sufficiently aware of opportunities that these schools offer.
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Satisfactory

23%

Poor

21%

I don’t know

Image of secondary vocational education in BiH

In order to have an even clearer picture of parents’ opinions about secondary vocational schools, respondents were asked to
assess the image of secondary vocational education in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Figure 51 Evaluation of prospects for professions – Machine Technician for CNC machines

Excellent

Very good

Good

Satisfactory

Poor

I don't know

below. In 26% of cases, parents believe that the prospects regarding the profession of the Machine Technician for CNC machines are
Figure 51 Evaluation of prospects for professions – Machine Technician for CNC machines

Technician for CNC machines are excellent, 21% think that the prospects are very good, while 23%
think that the prospects are good. It is important to emphasize that 5% of them believe that this
40

profession has poor future prospects.
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excellent, 21% think that the prospects are very good, while 23% think that the prospects are good. It is important to emphasize

CNC OPERATOR
that 5% of them believe that this profession has poor future prospects.
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In the survey on views and opinion of parents about secondary vocational education, the respondents were offered certain
statements based on which their knowledge of the role and opportunities offered by secondary vocational education would be
assessed. The statements were as follows:

9%

19%

5%

Excellent
Very good
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Good
Satisfactory

32%

Poor

21%

I don’t know

Figure 52 Evaluation of prospects for professions – CNC Operator
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In 19% of cases, parents believe that the prospects regarding the profession of CNC Operator are excellent, 32% think that the
Figure 52 Evaluation of prospects for professions – CNC Operator
prospects are very good, while 21% think that the prospects are good. It is important to mention that 5% of respondents believe
that this profession has poor future prospects.

In 19% of cases, parents believe that the prospects regarding the profession of CNC Operator are
excellent, 32% think that theLOCKSMITH
prospects are very good, while 21% think that the prospects are good.
It is important to mention that 5% of respondents believe that this profession has poor future
prospects.
14%

9%

Excellent

16%

11%

1.

Vocational education provides high-quality knowledge;

2.

Vocational education gives access to state-of-the-art equipment;

3.

Teachers and master craftsmen at vocational schools are competent;

4.

Vocational education ensures good career prospects;

5.

Through vocational education, people acquire skills and knowledge needed by employers;

6.

Vocational education leads to professions that are sought after in the labor market;

8. Vocational education contributes to the economic development;
7.

Vocational education ensures well-paid jobs;

8.

Vocational education contributes to the economic development;

9.

Vocational education plays a role in decreasing unemployment.

9. Vocational education plays a role in decreasing unemployment.

Vocational education provides high-quality knowledge

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION PROVIDES HIGH QUALITY
KNOWLEDGE
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Figure 53 Evaluation of prospects for professions – Locksmith
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Figure 53 Evaluation of prospects for professions – Locksmith
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When it comes to the profession of locksmith, 11% of parents believe that the prospects of this profession are poor, while in 24%
of cases, parents believe that the prospects regarding the profession of locksmith are good. The 16% of respondents evaluate the
prospects
good.to
Only
9%profession
of respondents
that the prospects
this profession
arethat
excellent.
When as
it very
comes
the
ofthink
locksmith,
11% of of
parents
believe
the

prospects of this

Based
on the answers
to this
question,
it is obvious
that theparents
prospectsbelieve
offered bythat
mechanical
engineering-related
professions
profession
aregiven
poor,
while
in 24%
of cases,
the prospects
regarding
the
such as CNC operator are excellent, very good or good on the average, whereas parents have quite a negative perception of the

profession of locksmith are good. The 16% of respondents evaluate the prospects as very good.

profession of locksmith, which leaves room for action and improvement.

Figure 54 Level of agreement with the statement – Vocational education provides high quality knowledge
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I fully disagree
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The findings presented in Figure 54 show that 66% of respondents mostly and fully agree that vocational education provides
high-quality
It is important
to emphasize
24% of respondents
fully and mostly
disagree
that vocational education
Figure 54knowledge.
Level of agreement
with the
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– Vocational
education provides
high quality
knowledge
provides high-quality knowledge. Also, 10% of respondents stated that they don’t know if vocational education provides highquality knowledge.

Only 9% of respondents think that the prospects of this profession are excellent.

The findings presented in Figure 54 show that 66% of respondents mostly and fully agree that

Based on the answers given to this question, it is obvious that the prospects offered by mechanical

vocational education provides high-quality knowledge. It is important to emphasize that 24% of

engineering-related professions such as CNC operator are excellent, very good or good on the
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Vocational education gives access to state-of-the-art equipment
Vocational education gives access to state-of-the-art equipment
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Vocational education ensures good career prospects
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Figure 55 Level of agreement with the statement – Vocational education gives access to state-of-the-art equipment
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Figure 55 Level of agreement with the statement – Vocational education gives access to state-of-the-art equipment
The findings presented above show that 70% of respondents mostly and fully agree that vocational education gives access to

state-of-the-art equipment, while 18% of respondents mostly and fully disagree with this statement.

The findings presented above show that 70% of respondents mostly and fully agree that vocational
education gives access to state-of-the-art equipment, while 18% of respondents mostly and fully
disagree with this statement.
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Figure 57 Level of agreement with the statement – Vocational education ensures good career prospects
The findings presented in Figure 57 show that 68% of respondents fully and mostly agree that vocational education ensures good

career prospects, while 21% of respondents mostly and fully disagree that vocational education ensures good career prospects.

The findings presented in Figure 57 show that 68% of respondents fully and mostly agree that
vocational education ensures good career prospects, while 21% of respondents mostly and fully
disagree that vocational education ensures good career prospects.
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Figure 56 Level of agreement with the statement – Teachers and master craftsmen at vocational schools are competent

The findings presented in Figure 56 show that 64% of respondents mostly and fully agree that teachers and master craftsmen at
vocational schools are competent, while 22% of respondents mostly and fully disagree. Also, 14% of respondents stated that they
don’t know if teachers and master craftsmen at vocational schools are competent.

The findings presented in Figure 56 show that 64% of respondents mostly and fully agree that
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Figure 58 Level of agreement with the statement – Through vocational education, people acquire skills
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teachers and master craftsmen at vocational schools are competent, while 22% of respondents
mostly and fully disagree. Also, 14% of respondents stated that they don't know if teachers and
master craftsmen at vocational schools are competent.

The findings presented in Figure 58 show that 71% of respondents fully and mostly agree that
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Vocational education leads to professions that are sought after in the labor market
3% 7%

21%

Vocational education contributes to the economic development

Vocational education plays a role in decreasing unemployment

I fully agree
I mostly agree

22%

I mostly disagree
I fully agree

I mostly agree

I mostly disagree

I fully disagree

I don't know

I fully disagree

Figure 59 Level of agreement with the statement 47%
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The findings presented in Figure 59 show that 47% of respondents mostly agree that vocational
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Vocational education ensures well-paid jobs

Figure 60 Level of agreement with the statement– Vocational education ensures well-paid jobs
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14%
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Figure 61 Level of agreement with the statement – Vocational education contributes to the economic development
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state-of-the-art equipment, 48% of parents agree with the statement that teachers and master craftsmen at secondary vocational
schools are competent, 49% of respondents believe that secondary vocational education offers good career prospects, etc.
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An analysis of parents' opinions as to whether people who completed secondary vocational
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People who completed secondary vocational education will probably find employment faster than people who completed general or
higher education
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The findings presented in Figure 60 show that 46% of respondents fully and mostly agree that vocational education

An analysis of parents’ opinions as to whether people who completed secondary vocational education would probably find
employment faster than people who completed general or higher education is presented below.
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Figure 63 People who completed secondary vocational education will probably find employment faster than people who completed
general or higher education
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Figure 63 People who completed secondary vocational education will probably find employment faster than people who
completed general or higher education

The findings show that 68% of respondents fully and mostly agree that people who completed secondary vocational education
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will probably find employment faster than people who completed general or higher education, while 21% of respondents fully and

development, while 23% of respondents fully and mostly disagree with the statement.

mostly disagree with this statement.
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of respondents fully and mostly disagree with the statement.
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The respondents of the survey were asked to express the level of their agreement or disagrement with offered statements:
1.

Vocational education leads to jobs that are not respected in the society
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Vocational education leads to jobs that are not respected in the society

Vocational education does not prepare people for starting their own business;

Vocational education does not prepare people for starting their own business

2. Agreement
People attending
vocational
not learn
skills sucheducation
as communication
and teamwork;
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It is important to emphasize that 55% of respondents fully and mostly agree that vocational
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Figure 66.. Vocational education leads to jobs that are not respected in the society

It is important to emphasize that 34% of respondents fully and mostly agree with the statement, while 57% of respondents fully
and mostly disagree with the statement.

It is important to emphasize that 34% of respondents fully and mostly agree with the statement,
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4. Conclusions
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It is important to emphasize that 55% of respondents fully and mostly agree that vocational education does not prepare people for
starting their own business, while 32% of respondents fully and mosty disagree with the statement.

People attending vocational education do not learn skills such as communication and teamwork

People attending vocational education do not learn skills such as communication and teamwork
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schools thus make it possible to acquire a wide array of competences for the professional and
personal success of an individual, but they also improve their employability. However, survey
regarding vocational education and its components, which included 1119 respondents from
that parents of students in the final grades of primary school have different opinions about this
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type of education. In both areas, parents agree that young people do not receive sufficient
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Figure 65 People attending vocational education do not learn skills such as communication and teamwork
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thus impact economic growth, and on the other hand they meet wider social challenges. These
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Secondary vocational schools have a double goal – on one hand, they meet labor market needs and

Herzegovina-Neretva Canton (79.45%) and Bosnia-Podrinje Canton Goražde (20.55%), indicates
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When it comes to the analysis of data for the specific part of the survey, the most interesting findings are given below:

4. Conclusions
Secondary vocational schools have a double goal – on one

Herzegovina-Neretva Canton
•

members;

hand, they meet labor market needs and thus impact economic
growth, and on the other hand they meet wider social challenges.
These schools thus make it possible to acquire a wide array of
competences for the professional and personal success of an

•

Only 2% of respondents stated that they were given advice on selection of vocational education by a career advisor;

•

Survey findings show that 35% of parents mostly disagree that in Bosnia and Herzegovina young people receive sufficient
information regarding their education and career prospects from schools and employment services;

individual, but they also improve their employability. However,
survey regarding vocational education and its components,
which included 1119 respondents from Herzegovina-Neretva
Canton (79.45%) and Bosnia-Podrinje Canton Goražde (20.55%),
indicates that parents of students in the final grades of primary
school have different opinions about this type of education.
In both areas, parents agree that young people do not receive
sufficient information when it comes to the continuation of their
education. It is thus necessary to provide information to primary
school students regarding possibilities for further education
and make them acquainted with various majors offered by
secondary vocational schools, possibilities for progress and

31% of respondents stated that they were given advice on selection of vocational education, mostly by parents and family

•

The most pronounced source of information (Value 1) used for selection of the educational path is family;

•

20% of respondents would recommend to a young person to choose a secondary vocational school;

•

38% of respondents assessed the image of secondary vocational education in Bosnia and Herzegovina as good;

•

55% of respondents mostly and fully agree that vocational education provides high-quality knowledge;

•

61% of respondents fully and mostly agree that vocational education ensures good career prospects;

•

51% of respondents fully and mostly agree that vocational education plays a role in decreasing unemployment;

•

59% of respondents fully and mostly agree that people who completed secondary vocational education will probably find
employment faster than people who completed general or higher education.

finding employment with such qualifications. The survey has
shown that parents play an important role in the selection of
the future educational path. However, parents believe that the
selection of the future profession depends on the affinities of
students themselves. This indicates that it is important to work

Bosnia-Podrinje Canton Goražde
•

family members;

on identifying the affinities of students as early as at primary
school, and that both school and family play a crucial role in the
selection of secondary education of children. The results of the
survey indicated the need for awareness activities which will

•

Only 6% of respondents stated that they were given advice on selection of vocational education by a career advisor;

•

Survey findings show that 31% parents mostly disagree that in Bosnia and Herzegovina young people receive sufficient
information regarding their education and career prospects from schools and employment services;

provide knowledge about secondary education to parents and
potential students in order to attract them towards TVET. When
it comes to the image of secondary vocational education, it
has to be improved, given the fact that survey findings indicate
that 38% of respondents from Herzegovina-Neretva Canton
and 30% of respondents from Bosnia-Podrinje Canton Goražde
assessed the image of secondary vocational education in Bosnia
and Herzegovina as good. Thus, it is necessary to change the
perception that parents have of secondary vocational education
and offer visible examples of successful young persons who
have built a career for themselves by choosing secondary
vocational education.

39% of respondents stated that they were given advice on selection of vocational education, mostly by parents and

•

The most pronounced source of information (Value 1) used for selection of the educational path is family;

•

Only 12% of respondents would recommend to a young person to choose a secondary vocational school;

•

30% of respondents assessed the image of secondary vocational education in Bosnia and Herzegovina as good;

•

66% of respondents mostly and fully agree that vocational education provides high-quality knowledge;

•

68% of respondents fully and mostly agree that vocational education ensures good career prospects;

•

59% of respondents fully and mostly agree that vocational education plays a role in decreasing unemployment;

•

76% of respondents fully and mostly agree that people who completed secondary vocational education will probably find
employment faster than people who completed general or higher education.
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4.1. Key Recommendations
•

Providing information to primary school students regarding their possibilities to continue their education and make them
acquainted with various majors offered by secondary vocational schools (Girls’ Day, Peer-to-Peer Mentorship, Open Door
Days at schools, etc.) falls into jurisdiction of primary but also secondary schools;

•

Providing the public with information about labor market requirements should be one of the major tasks for the Chamber
of Commerce,

•

Identification of the affinities of students for certain occupations as early as in primary schools should be perceived by
schools’ pedagogue in cooperation with teachers in primary schools;

•

Continuous and accessible career counselling as an image promoting measure;

•

Providing opportunities (such as internships and scholarships) for TVET graduates is something that should be
supported by the Ministry of Education as well as the private sector;

•

Ensuring equal opportunity for males and females in secondary vocational education;

•

Well-designed image-promoting activities on social media channels as an effective tool in dissemination of information
to wider audience;

•

Involvement of various media (television, radio, etc.) to a larger extent, especially those that young people and their
parents follow, in order to create a positive image of secondary vocational education. Such campaigns are usually
supported and implemented by the Ministry of Education;

•

As the final general recommendation, the harmonization of the education system with the needs of the labor market,
followed up by the improvement of secondary vocational education with the aim of acquiring the necessary competences
through revision of the existing curricula and the development of new curricula, improvement of practical teaching with
employers.
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