
Finding Purpose Through Art:
Fatima’s Journey in Mosaic

Fatima, a young woman in her early twenties, faced challenges 
from a young age. After struggling to complete high school, 
she decided to give up on formal studies, yet her determina-
tion to find a fulfilling path remained strong. She dedicated 
herself to working hard, taking courses, and volunteering in 
various fields, hoping to gain skills and find a sense of direc-
tion. However, each time she applied for new opportunities, 
she was met with rejection, which gradually wore down her 
confidence and optimism.

One day, after returning from a particularly disappointing application to a Cash for Work project imple-
mented by GIZ and ACTED, Fatima felt almost out of hope. That same day, she was involved in an accident, 
which left her physically injured and mentally drained, making her feel even further from her goals. But just 
when she thought things could only get worse, she received a message informing her that she had been 
accepted into the Cash for Work program. This unexpected news reignited a spark within her, filling her 
with motivation and a sense of possibility. Through the program, Fatima was introduced to the art of mosa-
ics, an experience that changed her life. With each tile she placed, she felt as though she was building not 
only a piece of art but also a new, positive path for herself. “It’s like I found what I was born to do,” she 
shared with a newfound sense of purpose. Her enthusiasm helped her learn quickly, and she soon became 
known as one of the most dedicated participants in the program, turning her uncertainty into a passion for 
creating intricate, beautiful designs.

After completing the program, Fatima continued to hone her skills, creating her own mosaic pieces that 
reflected her artistic growth and resilience. She began showcasing her work at local bazaars and selling her 
pieces online. Creating art gave her a sense of purpose, transforming her outlook on life and giving her a 
brighter perspective on the future. Fatima doesn’t intend to stop at mosaics. Inspired by her own journey, 
she’s now exploring other forms of art, driven to keep learning and expanding her talents. What began as a 
period of struggle became a journey of self-discovery, resilience, and personal growth, teaching her to 
persevere even in the face of setbacks. Fatima’s story is a testament to the power of persistence, creativity, 
and the impact of finding purpose in unexpected places. Through her art, she’s building a brighter, more 
fulfilling future for herself, one masterpiece at a time.
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